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                                                     Open Water Official Level 1 and Level 2 
 

All those undertaking training for any qualification must be a member of a club affiliated to Swim England, Scottish 
Swimming or Swim Wales, or be an individual member of the Institute of Swimming. 

 
To obtain the following qualifications the candidate must attend an initial classroom session to get an introduction to the sport 
and to carry out some simulated practical exercises. This is followed by practical open water officiating experience at local 
events monitored by an assigned mentor. Once the workbook is completed the candidate will be required to demonstrate 
proven post qualification experience. 

 
Open Water Level 1: The minimum age to commence training is 15 years. 
Open Water Level 2: Proven post qualification experience as OW Level 1 and a minimum age to commence training of 16 
years. 

 

To make an application please complete the form below and send it together with the fee £8.00 to your regional/local 
organiser as listed who will arrange for course instruction and training. 
Applicants in England please make cheques payable to Swim England, those in Scotland, Scottish Swimming and those 
in Wales, Swim Wales. Course Workbooks are available from your regional/local organiser or may be downloaded 
from the website. 

 

Please tick 
appropriate box: 

Level 1 Level 2 
 

Title: First name: Surname: 

Membership No: Date of Birth: 

Club: 

Address: 

 

Post code: Email address: 

Telephone: Mobile: 

Data Protection 

      British Swimming Limited is a “data controller”. This means that we are responsible for deciding how we hold and use    
      data about you. We will only use your personal information in accordance with our Privacy Policy, which can be found 
      at https://www.britishswimming.org/about-us/policy-documents/british-swimming-privacy-policy/  

I confirm that I wish to train as an Open Water Technical Official and enclose the fee of £8.00. 
 

Signed ………………………………….………………… Date ..............................................………………. 
 

Application 
Acknowledged 

Course Leader 
Appointed 

Classroom based 
theory session 

completed 

Course 
workbook 
completed 

Practical 
Assessment 
completed 

SE/ SS/SW 
advised 

      

https://www.britishswimming.org/about-us/policy-documents/british-swimming-privacy-policy/


                     
 

April 2019 

Open Water Level 1 Syllabus 
 

Reporting for event duty 
Safety at events 
The use of radios to communicate 

 

The role and duties of: 

 Timekeeper 

 Chief timekeeper 

 Turn judge 

 Finish judge 

 Platform judge 
Practical experience in the above roles. 

 

Open Water Level 2 Syllabus 
 

The roles and duties of: 

 Race Judge 

 Chief Finish Judge 

 Course officer 

 Clerk of the Course 
 Starter 

Practical experience in the above roles. 

Regional contacts: 
 

East: Paul  
Kendall 

openwater@eastswimming.org. 
10 Greenwood Way, Shipdham, Thetford, Norfolk, IP25 7NR 

London: Brian  
Kapp 

  brian.l.kapp@btinternet.com 
  50 Goldsborough Crescent, Chingford, London, E4 6PZ 

East 
Midlands: 

Claire 
Roberts 
 

smiler.claire@hotmail.co.uk 
93 Bannerman Rd, Nottingham, NG6 9JA 

West 
Midlands: 

Jean  
Childs 

childs234@btinternet.com 
6 Colemore Green, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 4ST 

North East: Christine 

Johnston 
 

  ndofficials@gmail.com  
  8 Corvan Terrace, White-Le-Head, Stanley, Co Durham, DH9 9SJ 

North West: Mark  
Davies 

mark.davies@swimmingvolunteers.org 
22 Elanor Road, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 3FZ 

South East: Keith  
Barber 

s.e.openwater@gmail.com 
16 Saxon Close, Portchester, Fareham, Hants, PO16 6ET 

South West Anastacia 
Pereira 

swowofficials@gmail.com 
39 Trafalgar Rd, Exeter, Devon, EX2 7GF 

 

National contacts: 
 

England: Paul Kendall   openwater@eastswimming.org 
Scotland: Les Rodger lesrodger@blueyonder.co.uk 

Ralph Payne ralphp26@aol.com 
Wales: Lydia Gyngell events@swimming.org  
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